Doubly-Stabilized Microtubule Mechanics  by Hawkins, Taviare L. et al.
144a Sunday, February 3, 2013Proper microtubule orientation in neurons is essential for targeting intracellular
cargo to their correct destinations. However, the mechanisms by which uniform
neuronal-microtubule organization is established and maintained are poorly un-
derstood. In vivo imaging in Drosophila dendrites showed that microtubules
growing into branch points were consistently directed towards the cell body,
thus maintaining their minus-end out orientation. RNAi knockdown experi-
ments established that proper microtubule steering required EB1, APC and
kinesin-2. Further two-hybrid assays indicated that APC interacts with both
EB1 and the kinesin-2 subunit KAP3, forming a þTIP-kinesin complex. These
findings led to the hypothesis that kinesin, concentrated at the plus-tips of grow-
ing microtubules by EB1, bends the growing microtubule by walking along
static microtubules present at junctions. However, this mechanical role of
EB1 is not consistent with the rapid kinetics reported for EB1 dissociating
from growing microtubule plus-ends. To elucidate the minimum requirements
for microtubule steering and investigate the mechanical activities of EB1 and
kinesin during steering, we observed encounters between dynamic growing
microtubule plus-ends and the lattice of stable microtubules on glass surfaces.
To reconstitute þTIP-kinesin complexes in vitro, purified EB1 and kinesin
were linked together through the Rapamycin-induced heterodimerization of
FKBP-FRB. From gel filtration, the binding ratio of EB1 to kinesin ranged
from 1.5:1 to 2:1. Under TIRF microscopy, EB1-kinesin complexes moved
along microtubules and preferentially accumulated at growing microtubule
plus-ends, indicating that association with EB1 promotes the localization of
kinesin to growing plus-ends. More importantly, when þTIP-kinesin complex
was present, the growing microtubules were bent and directed toward the plus-
ends of immobilized microtubules, demonstrating that the þTIP-kinesin
complex is sufficient to steer microtubule growth. We conclude that EB1 can
localize kinesin to growing microtubule plus-ends and EB1 binding to micro-
tubule plus-ends is sufficiently strong to steer microtubule growth.
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The plus end interacting protein (þTIP) EB1 localizes to the microtubule plus
end by recognizing the nucleotide state of the microtubule lattice, and acts
as a coordinator of the localization of many other þTIP proteins. Using
GMPCPP-stabilized microtubules that recapitulate the end binding behavior
of EB1 along their entire length, we demonstrate how EB1 changes key micro-
tubule properties: stiffness and kinesin translocation. We find that EB1 in-
creases microtubule stiffness by ~50%, measured by fluorescent imaging of
diffusively fluctuating microtubules. We also find that EB1 significantly slows
the velocity at which kinesin proteins move, measured by imaging of quantum
dot coupled kinesin with a custom built total internal reflection fluorescence
(TIRF) microscope. These data cannot be explained by simple models of steric
hindrance, leading us to propose a new mechanism for the regulation of micro-
tubule function by EB1 in which plus end microtubule mechanics and kinesin
motility are directly modulated through structural changes of the microtubule
lattice. Surprisingly, the addition of taxol diminishes both effects, raising
important questions about its use as an experimental reagent and anti-cancer
chemotherapeutic.
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Microtubules are polar, long, hollow, and stiff cytoskeletal polymers made of
a/b tubulin heterodimers. Their dynamic properties provide the framework for
central cellular processes, ranging from cell motility and intracellular trans-
port to mitosis and meiosis. A still growing number of proteins interact
with microtubules (MAPs) to tightly and finely regulate their assembly, stabil-
ity, and disassembly. The microtubule-severing enzymes contribute to the dy-
namic reorganization of the microtubule network. Severing enzymes are
members of the AAAþ (ATPases Associated with various cellular Activities)
family of ATPases. The latest addition to this family is fidgetin, which is in-
volved in mammalian development, maintenance of the centrosome, and nor-
mal astral microtubule array. Yet, we do not have quantitative biophysical
data about the activity of fidgetin in vitro. Fidgetin at low concentrationacts as a depolymerizing factor removing tubulin dimers preferentially from
the minus end of the microtubules. At high concentration fidgetin cuts all
along the lattice of taxol-microtubules. We also found that fidgetin preferen-
tially depolymerizes and severs GMPCPP microtubules over Taxol-stabilized
microtubules. Our results indicate that fidgetin is a microtubule-severing en-
zyme with new and specific biophysical abilities, with the ability to detect
fine changes on the MT lattice.
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Proper assembly of a mitotic spindle requires the concerted efforts of many
molecular motors and microtubule associated proteins (MAPs). TPX2 is a mul-
tifunctional MAP that binds microtubules, activates the mitotic kinase Aurora
A, regulates the localization and activity of the mitotic kinesin Eg5 and is
required for the dynein dependent, minus end directed transport of the kinesins
Eg5 and Xklp2. Although TPX2 has been shown to regulate Eg5, the mecha-
nism of action is still unknown. To address this question, we studied the behav-
ior of the two molecules using in vitro reconstitution assays. In bulk assays, full
length TPX2, purified from insect cells, binds to microtubules with a sub-
micromolar affinity. Subtilisin treatment of the microtubules does not prevent
this binding, suggesting that the tubulin E-hook is not required for the interac-
tion. In single molecule TIRF assays, mCherry TPX2 dynamically binds to
microtubules with an average dwell time of 61.4sec. At lower concentrations,
TPX2 binds to both GDP-like and GTP-like microtubules equally well and at
higher concentrations TPX2 shows a preferential binding to the GTP-like
microtubules. We show that TPX2 slows the unidirectional processive walking
of Eg5 molecules on single microtubules.
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Microtubules, the largest and the most rigid of the cytoskeletal filaments,
are responsible for intracellular organization and cellular morphology. The
mechanical and dynamical properties of microtubules are regulated by the
tubulin dimer nucleotide state, small molecule pharmaceuticals, and
microtubule-associated proteins. These regulators can stabilize or destabilize
microtubules. Here we present the effects of several microtubule-stabilizing
regulators including: the chemotherapeutic Taxol, nucleotides GMPCPP and
GTP-g-S, and associated proteins tau and MAP4 on the mechanics of microtu-
bules. Further, we explore the compound effects of multiple regulators This is
especially interesting since Taxol makes microtubules more flexible, while the
others are thought to make microtubules more rigid. We find that combinations
of these stabilizers have novel effects on the mechanical properties of
microtubules.
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The intrinsically disordered protein tau forms filamentous aggregates in associ-
ation with a variety of neurodegenerative disorders, including Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Functionally, tau binds to both soluble tubulin and microtubules, and
enhances microtubule assembly. In order to probe the relationship between
functional and disease-associated interactions of tau, we made two point muta-
tions to tau in its microtubule binding region, which also forms the core aggre-
gated domain in disease: P301L, which is associated with frontotemporal
dementia, and P332L, a designed mutant. A combination of fluorescence cor-
relation spectroscopy (FCS) and single molecule Fo¨rster resonant energy trans-
fer (FRET) was used to characterize the interaction of wild-type and mutant tau
with tubulin. We find that both proline mutants have enhanced affinity for
tubulin, which we believe may be due to an increased amount of a-helical struc-
ture in the tubulin-binding domain of tau. Interestingly, we observe that the
increased affinity for tubulin is inversely correlated with the ability to enhance
microtubule assembly. Our results suggest that some disease-associated
